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THE HOLY ROMAN EMPIRE.

Parallel o/
the Papacy.

xtinguished. Solyman the Magnificent assumed the
name of Emperor, and refused it to Charles the Fifth :
lis successors were long preceded through the streets of
Constantinople by twelve officers, bearing straws aloft, a
aint semblance of the consular fasces that had escorted
a Quinctms or a Fabius through the Roman forum. Yet
n no one of these cases has there been that apparent
eg-ality of title which the shouts of the people and the
benediction of the pontiff conveyed to Charles and Ottob.
These examples, however, are minor parallels: the
complement and illustration of the history of the Empire
LS to be found in that of the Holy See. The Papacy,
whose spiritual power was itself the offspring of Rome's
temporal dominion, evoked the phantom of her parent,
used it, obeyed it, rebelled and overthrew it, in its old age
once more embraced it, till in its downfall she has heard
the knell of her own approaching doom c.

Both Papacy and Empire rose in an age when the
human spirit was utterly prostrated before authority and
tradition, when the exercise of private judgment was
impossible to most and sinful to all. Those who believed
the miracles recorded in the Ada Sanctorum, and did not
question the Isidorian decretals, might well recognize as
ordained of God the twofold authority of Rome, founded,
as it seemed to be, on so many texts of Scripture, and
confirmed by five centuries of undisputed possession.

Both sanctioned and satisfied the passion of the Middle
Ages for unity. Ferocity, violence, disorder, were the con-

b One may also compare the re-
tention of the office of consul at
Rome till the time of Justinian:
indeed it even survived his formal
abolition. The relinquishment of
the title 'King of Great Britain,

France, and Ireland/ seriously dis-
tressed many excellent persons.
c I speak, of course, of the
Papacy as an autocratic power
claiming a more than spiritual
authority.